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To  

NTNC Board of Directors 

 P.O. Box 3712, Khumaltar, Lalitpur 

 

Cc Project Manager, Central Zoo 

Jawalakhel, Lalitpur 

 

Dobighat, August 12, 2013 

 

Subject: Retirement Pawankali 

 

Dear Sirs, Madam, 

 

We at Animal Nepal would like to express our concern about 

Pawankali, the female elephant which has served your organisation 

dutifully for such a long time. She is now well over 65 and is facing 

some health issues, including diminishing eye sight. Yet she works 

every day, collecting fodder from nearby forest areas, and carrying zoo 

visitors during zoo safaris. 

 

Pawankali deserves to be retired, and to be allowed to live the remains 

of her days in comfort. We therefore urge you to allow the elephant to 

stop working, and to find a suitable place for her to retire. Since we 

know that you have always appreciated Pawankali’s work, we trust 

that you agree with us that the authorities have a responsibility to offer 

her a well deserved retirement.  

 

We also urge you to follow the example of India and various other 

countries, and end the presence of elephants in the Central Zoo. 

Please do not replace Pawankali with a younger elephant, as elephants 

really do not belong in zoos.  

 

As one of the most intelligent creatures on Earth, elephants have im-

mensely complex needs that no captive facility can fully provide. Ele-

phants in captivity suffer a wide range of problems due to the impossi-

bility to meet their social, behavioral and ecological needs.  

 

As there are more working elephants such as Pawankali, who have 

served the national parks and anti poaching efforts for decades, we re-

quest the government to establish a retirement center for aging and 

injured working elephants. Nepal will gain much credit by being seri-

ous about elephant welfare, and for providing a special facility for the-

se loyal, hard working animals. In order to make the facility sustaina-
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ble perhaps the facility can be combined with tourism efforts or com-

panies could be approached to financially adopt the retired elephants.  

Please note that we are always ready to support your elephant welfare 

efforts, in the ways we can.  

 

Looking forward to a positive response, 

 

On behalf of Animal Nepal team, 

 

 

Pramada Shah - President 

Lucia de Vries – Volunteer Director 

Shristi Shrestha – Volunteer Communications Director 

Uttam Kafle – Programme Manager 

 

 

 


