
 

 
 
Animal Nepal Accreditation Categories 
 
Animal Nepal works collaboratively with the travel industry to make a shift towards responsible 
elephant tourism. Our objective is twofold:  
 

1. To identify and promote facilities that consciously do not own or promote the use of 
elephants in tourism. 

 
2. To identify and promote facilities that do own elephants, and that also have introduced 

ethical and humane standards for their elephants.  
 
 
Animal Nepal offers accreditation in two categories:  
 

1. Elephant Free 
These facilities do now own elephants and do not recommend their clients to use 
elephants for riding or bathing. Instead they promote humane alternatives. 

 

2. Elephant Friendly  
These facilities use standards that are accepted by Animal Nepal as a best possible 
solution for captive elephants who cannot be returned to the wild or as temporary 
solution for captive elephants eligible for reintroduction. 

 
 

Standards for Elephant Free Accreditation 
 

1. Facility does not own any elephants and does not have plans to buy.  
2. Facility discourages clients to join elephant rides or elephant bathing. 
3. Facility offers alternatives such as jungle rides by jeep, canoe or walking, and/or visiting 

ethically-operated elephant facilities. 
 

Standards for Elephant Friendly Accreditation 

 
I. Origin of Elephants 
 
Facility has proof of origins of elephants with documents to show 
 
II. Long term vision 
 
Facility agrees to not breed, buy or otherwise acquire more elephants, with the exception of 
elderly and sick elephants that are kept in sanctuary-like facilities 



 
 
III. Economic model 
 
A business plan is in place to ensure the well being and sustainable care of the elephants in the 
coming three years, with sufficient finance to ensure their wellbeing for one year 
 
IV. Handling of elephants 
 
Elephants handled humanely in all situations by using positive reinforcement for their 
management and safety of elephants and workers. The use of potentially pain inflicting tools 
such as sticks and bullhook is only reserved for emergency situations 
 
V. Non-direct contact tourism 
 
Direct contact by tourists, including riding, washing and feeding is discouraged. 
Direct contact by non-tourists is only allowed for those with appropriate training or expertise that 
will ensure that the welfare and safety of animals and people is not compromised. 
 
VI. Wild or semi-wild conditions for elephants 
Elephants are kept in semi-wild sanctuary or chain-free environment or enclosure in a natural 
habitat (or with naturalistic characteristics) with the following provisions: 

 Social interaction in natural social groupings. 
 Foraging from a range of natural vegetation. 
 Space for adequate movement. 

 
 
VII. Meets acknowledged national husbandry standards for Asian Elephants 
 
Elephant care meets Animal Nepal/Elephant Aid International Best Practice guidelines and 
national welfare standards in terms of hygiene, adequate diet and use of available quality 
veterinary care. 
 
 
VIII. Mahout welfare 
 
Working and living conditions of mahouts meet government standards 
 
lX.        Education 
 
Accurate education is provided about the elephants present and on the animal welfare concerns 
of captive elephants, conservation issues, and traditional uses of elephants. 
 
X. Other wild species 
 
The facility does not use any other species for entertainment, such as shows, rides or 
inappropriate public displays. Other legally allowed animals are kept in adequate conditions. 
 

 
 



Our accreditation is made after a detailed on-site survey is performed by Animal Nepal. 
After a review by Animal Nepal's Executive Board, approved establishments receive a 
certificate of accreditation and a plaque. Promotion of the accreditation is then 
supported by Animal Nepal.  
 
Tourism facilities interested in being accredited are invited to contact us: 
www.animalnepal.org , animalnepal@gmail.com ,  ++977 9841334537.  
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