
Statements from tourists 
 
The poisoning of around 40 dogs in Sauraha has been a traumatizing experience for me. Last 
Thursday I was sleeping in the garden of my hotel with a dog called Julie. I know her since three 
and a half months and loved her very much. Ten minutes after I left the hotel owner called me 
and said Julie was dying because she had eaten meat laced with poison. I quickly ran to them 
but it was too late: Julie was already dead. She had gone towards the river side when she heard 
other dogs bark, found a piece of meat and came back. A little later a tractor came and 
collected the dead body of Julie. I stopped it and looked in the back and saw over 20 dead dogs. 
On Friday I witnessed how people distributed poison meat at the riverside in front of many 
tourists who were watching the sun rise or leaving for canoe safari or jungle walk. Many 
foreigners witnessed the dogs die a terrible death and felt deeply upset. We organized a 
memorial on the river bank in the evening to pray for the souls of the departed dogs. All I have 
left now is a picture of me sleeping with Julie, taken ten minutes before she died. I appeal to 
the authorities to prevent this from happening ever again. There are humane alternatives to 
managing dog problems, which have already been introduced in Sauraha three months ago.  
 
 
Andrin Meier 
Switzerland        

 

I am writing this to create awareness about what I witnessed on May 15th, 2014 at Evergreen 

Lodge in Sauraha. After finishing my safari I came back to the lodge and sat with the owner and 

his two dogs. The lodge owner informed me that a few men came to kill all the stray dogs in the 

area and that it was his job to keep his dogs safe. Before we could take action, the dogs ran 

behind us towards the river and came back within minutes. Shortly one of the dogs began 

having seizures. As a dog lover, this occurrence is something that will haunt me and influence 

my memories of Chitwan. The dog died a slow and painful death as her owner lay next to her in 

tears. Having witnessed this in person as a tourist in the National Park that protects wildlife 

is disheartening. It will be hard for me to recommend anyone to come here when they too 

might have to witness something similar.  

 

              There are many other alternatives to control the population of stray dogs in the area. 

Poisoning food and inducing a painful death is immoral and goes against what this town prides 

itself on, as a safe keeper of wildlife. Dogs may not be wildlife, but they are still animals and 

deserve the same protection. I have never felt threatened by any dogs in Sauraha. Sterilizing 

them so they can no longer reproduce is a better solution. If such a programme is in place more 

tourists will come and volunteer. If things do not change, it will certainly never return to 

Sauraha. 



  

Sincerely, 

 

Daniel Faiell       

New York, USA 

danielfaiell@gmail.com 
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