
 
To Executive Committee 

Hotel Association Nepal 
Sauraha Chapter 
Mr Gyanendra Kumar Bistha, Narayan Bhattarai, Ram Mani Khanal, ea 

  
  
Kathmandu, November 14, 2014 

  
Subject: Sauraha Festival 
  
Dear Sirs, 
  
At Animal Nepal we are impressed with the annual Sauraha Festival, which offers such 
a rich display of culture and celebration, and like to congratulate you on organizing this. 
  
However, we believe the way elephants feature in the festival goes against basic animal 
welfare principles. We like to propose some adjustments to the programme, so that 
the festival becomes a truly ‘fun’ one, in line with today’s welfare standards. 
  
Awards: 
In terms of the awards issued to elephant owners and mahouts, the awards could go to 
those who best care for the animal in terms of professional scoring. The indicators could 
be based on scientific standards and include body score, health status, shelter facilities, 
general nutrition and management. Feel free to use the standards developed by Animal 
Nepal for its survey report (see attachment). The shortlisted elephants could be 
checked by Dr Kamal Gaire and animal welfare representatives. We at Animal Nepal 
are happy to help as well. 
  
Elephant games: 
Regarding elephant racing, pageant and other games, which are against the standards 
of ABTA and are increasingly criticized by concerned citizens, you could introduce 
games that are fun for elephants like allowing babies to play with balloons or big 
footballs (without mahouts on their back), mass fruit feeding (seeing elephants eating 
watermelons can be very funny), or mass scrubbing of elephants in the river (not 
tourists standing on top of them but a gentle scrub lying in the river). 
  
These activities will interests the international media too. We attach some pictures from 
other countries that have been widely published in the international media and through 
social media.  
  



What is crucial is that elephants are not forced to conduct unnatural behavior, are 
resting during the hot midday sun, and of course are not beaten or forced into anything 
they don’t like. If these improvements are introduced, the Sauraha festival will be truly 
honoring these majestic, hard working animals, and give them a day of fun and 
relaxation. 
  
Once these changes are introduced Animal Nepal is more than ready to endorse and 
promote the festival. 
  
Looking forward to hearing from you, 
  
On behalf of Animal Nepal Team 

 

Uttam Kafle 

Pramada Shah 

Shristi Shrestha 

Lucia de Vries 
 
 

   


