
 

 

 Regd. No. 2859/147 

To the Honourable Agni Prasad Sapkota 
Ministry of Forests and Soil Conservation 
Singha Durbar, Kathmandu, Nepal 
Fax : 977-1-4211868 
 

Subject: Reintroducing Wildlife Gifting 

Kathmandu, October 29, 2015 

 

Dear Honorable Minister, 

At Animal Nepal we understand that the government is doing its homework to revive 

the tradition of ‘gifting’ wildlife to foreign countries. The amendment bill on National 

Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act (NWCA) 1973 that is put for discussion by your 

Ministry has included a provision that would allow countries to receive wild animals 

from Nepal if the agreement benefits the conservation and management of wildlife in 

the country. 

We believe wildlife gifting was rightfully abolished after Nepal became a federal 

republic. Research shows that more rhinoceros have been gifted and sold by the 

Government than have been poached between the years 1980 and 1992. Gifting wildlife 

reduces animals to objects. These often endangered animals suffer greatly while being 

trapped, transported and resettled. The long journey, and changes in habitat and 

general management in the new location lead to stress and disease, which is why many 

gifted animals do not fare well in their new home.  

 

Nepal has built its reputation as a conservation nation, with noted successes in for 

instance tiger, rhino, snow leopard and red panda conservation. The nation is also 

praised for its policies and practices in community forestry and national park/area 

management.  

Nepal should not undo its reputation by reintroducing wildlife gifting.  

 



 

 

 

We would like to draw your attention to the fact that many nations have abolished 

wildlife gifting. India in 2005 prohibited the exchange of animals as gifts.  Many 

campaigns and even court cases are running to stop nations from donating certain 

animals, resulting in bad press for these countries. With animal welfare being high on 

the agenda around the world, wildlife gifting is no longer an appreciated diplomatic 

gesture.  

Instead we advise your Ministry to consider and choose more appropriate diplomatic 

gifts. Nepal has such a wealth of treasures that can be gifted alternatives. Our country’s 

internationally renowned thankas, statues, shawls, copper works and art work all 

provide for humane, and much appreciated gifts.  

 

Hoping for a positive reply, 

 

Yours, 

 

Pramada Shah 

President Animal Nepal  

 

 


