
 
 
Mr Agni Prasad Sapkota 
Minister of Forests and Soil Conservation 
Ministry of Forests and Soil Conservation 
Singha Durbar 
Kathmandu 
Nepal 
Fax : 977-1-4211868 
         December 2015 
Dear Honorable Minister, 
 
We are writing on behalf of the Asia for Animals coalition, representing international 
organisations with extensive knowledge of animal welfare and conservation issues. We 
express our deep concerns with regards to information submitted to us suggesting the 
government is considering the re-instatement of ‘gifting’ wild animals to foreign 
countries. 
 
From information we have received from our supporting organisation, Animal Nepal, 
the reinstatement of ‘wildlife gifting’ is being discussed as part of an amendment to the 
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act (NWCA) 1973, which would allow the 
export of Nepalese wild animals as diplomatic gifts, a practice which was abolished in 
2008, when Nepal became a federal republic.  
 
There are grave animal welfare and conservation concerns associated with the capture, 
captivity and subsequent transport of wild animals. The process of capture and 
transportation causes a severe amount of stress for individual animals which can lead to 
immense suffering, both physiologically- through injuries and stress related conditions- 
and psychologically from the stress of trying to adapt to unfamiliar captive 
environments.  
 
Many of these animals are likely to be destined for zoos in the recipient countries, the 
standards of which will vary considerably, thus leaving Nepalese animals at risk of living 
a life of fear and distress, and being managed by staff with inadequate experience and 
skills to provide for even the animals’’ most basic needs. 
 



The removal of animals from the wild that are classified as endangered due to their 
small population numbers, could also further threaten the survival of wild populations 
of these species. 
 
Nepal has built its reputation as a nation with a commitment to both habitat and species 
conservation, with noted successes for tiger, rhino, snow leopard and red panda 
conservation. Nepal also receives international praise for its progressive policies and 
practices in community forestry and national park/area management.  The re-
instatement of ‘wildlife gifting’ has the potential to negatively impact on this reputation.  
 
We urge you to safeguard Nepal’s wildlife and, as an alternative to ‘wildlife gifting’, we 
recommend that you invite diplomatic guests to visit Nepal’s majestic animals in their 
natural environment, and to see for themselves the work of the forestry department in 
preserving and conserving the wildlife and habitats of Nepal, and provide such visiting 
dignitaries with more appropriate diplomatic gifts.  
 

Sent on behalf of the following organizations 

 Animal Guardians 
 Animal People 
 Animals Asia Foundation 
 ACRES  
 Blue Cross of India 
 Change for Animals Foundation 
 Earth Island Institute 
 Federation of Indian Animal Protection Organisations 
 Humane Society International 
 International Animal Rescue 
 International Fund for Animal Welfare 
 Philippine Animal Welfare Society 
 Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (UK) 
 Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Hong Kong 
 World Animal Protection 

 
Please respond to David Neale, Animal Welfare Director, Animals Asia Foundation, 
Room 1501, Tung Hip Commercial Building,  244-252 Des Voeux Road Central, Sheung 
Wan, Hong Kong  dneale@animalsasia.org 
 
Copied to: 
 
Mr Phanindra Raj Kharel 
Deputy Director General 
Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation 
PO Box 860 
Kathmandu 
Nepal 
Fax : 977-01-4227675 
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