
 
PROTOCOL FOR MANAGEMENT OF TRANSMISSIBLE 

VENEREAL TUMOUR (TVT)  
 
 

 Early disease: CHEMOTHERAPY  
 
 Moderate disease without complication: 

 
o If the dog is easily manageable: CHEMOTHERAPY 
o Or: SURGICAL RESECTION FOLLOWED BY CHEMOTHERAPY MAY BE CONSIDERED. 

SURGERY SHOULD IDEALLY BE PERFORMED UNDER SAME ANAESTHESIA AS DESEXING 
 

 Advanced disease, old age or secondary complication (stranguria, severed secondary 
infection, myiasis): EUTHANISE 

 
 

CHEMOTHERAPY: 
 
Agent: Vincristine: 0.025mg/kg i/v:  single dose in mild cases; more severe disease will require 
weekly therapy for four to six treatments. VETS and PARAVETS ONLY TO ADMINISTER 
VINCRISTINE. 
 
 
Procedure:   

 Wait for at least 4 days post-spaying before treatment 

 Weigh dog & calculate dose of Vincristine required 

 If needed sedate dog with ½ dose Xylazine 

 Insert IV catheter (not scalp vein/butterfly catheter). Catheter placed at 1st 
attempt.  

 Attach to iv administration set & iv fluids (RL or saline). Ensure there is no 
perivascular leakage of fluids & check that blood flows back into iv line. 

 Both veterinarian and assistant must wear gloves, face mask and goggles. 

 Draw up calculated dose of Vincristine in 1 or 2ml syringe  

 Cap needle and ensure needle is tightly attached to syringe 

 Inject Vincristine through iv injection port in administration set, after 1st drawing 
back iv fluids & again checking blood flows back into iv line. 

 Inject Vincristine slowly over several minutes (continue to administer iv fluids) 

 Remove syringe and needle, ensure that needle is capped and place into TOXIC 
WASTE (empty container with lid) 

 Give remaining iv fluids (500 ml for large dog, 250ml for small dog) 

 Remove catheter and dress venipuncture site 

 Place used iv catheter & iv administration and gloves set into TOXIC WASTE  

 TOXIC WASTE container to be removed for disposal when full and contents buried 
deeply at dry place away from habitation. Staff should use gloves and mask when 
doing so.  
 

Post-Therapy Care: 

 Ensure patient is eating & drinking the following day 

 Administer iv fluids if unwell or dehydrated 
 Provide community members with liver tonic whenever possible 


